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Road Church, Baptist, like
every disciple of Christ, is
commissioned to
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ministry:
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Music

Robert L. Dibble
Adults
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Children

Mary R. Mann
Students

George S. Davis
Church Administrator

Margaret S. Collins
Preschool Director

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 14, 2005
11:00 am. Worship Service
Sanctuary

Sermon by Dr. Michael J. Clingenpeel
M. Wayne Hare, organist
John Gordon, soloist

Reception in the Fellowship Hall following the worship
service hosted by the Shepherd-Simpson Bible Study class

TTTTeY

FINAL SUMMER SUPPER CANCELLED

With regret we announce that the final summer supper,
scheduled for Wednesday, August 17, at University of
Richmond, has been cancelled.

The evening was planned to be dinner and a vesper service
commemorating the 60" anniversary of the first service that
led to the founding of River Road Church, Baptist. Dinner
was to be shared at the Heilman Dining Hall on the UR
campus, followed by a vesper servicein the Jenkins Greek
Theater, site of the first worship service on August 19, 1945.

Extensive construction on the UR campus made access to the
dining hall and Greek Theater precarious, requiring long
walks from parking areas and moving people up and down
multiple levelsin the dining hall.

Other eventsin the coming year will commemorate the
church’s 60" anniversary.
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PASTOR

-
“THE GATE OF
ETERNAL LIFE”

“Give usfaith to see in death the
gate of eternal life, so that in quiet
confidence we may continue our
course on earth... .”

This phrase appears in one of the
Collects from a service of buria in
The Book of Common Prayer. It
sums up al we could hope for in a
Christian funeral—that it would
leave us with enough confidence to
move ahead with life, bolstered by
the hope that what lies beyond death
islife abundant and eternal.

That's atall order for a30 to
45-minute worship service. In fact, it
isimpossible when the
circumstances of the death are
particularly tragic or sad, or when
those who grieve enter the valley of
the shadow of death without much
confidence in the gospel. It is,

however, agoal.

After afew hundred funerals, here
are afew of my thoughts on the
subject.

First, a Christian funera is, or
should be, a service of worship. We
do not worship the person who has
died, though we do honor them. We
worship God, the Giver of al life,
the One who gave the deceased his/
her life, the Redeemer who
welcomes us with mercy at life's
end, the Guarantor of the
Resurrection.

Second, a Christian funeral isan
opportune time to proclaim the
gospel, not by grabbing lapels or
mani pulating emotions, but by
reminding people in attendance that
God islove and showed this by the
giving of the Son. People who
would never attend Sunday morning
worship find a pew to honor a
colleague, neighbor or relative. We
misrepresent our faith when we do
not announce the promise of eternal
life.

Third, the timeto plan afunera is
not after a person dies. That iswhen
the planning most often occurs, but
by necessity it is hurried, and
decisions are made under emotional
stress. One of the best gifts you can

leave your children, brothers or
sisters, cousins, €tc. isto voice your
reguests about your own funeral.
Write down your favorite scriptures
and hymns. State your preference
about where the service will take
place and who should officiate. List
items that should be included in an
obituary, including where you want
memorial contributions sent. Talk
with one of the clergy about this and
leave a copy with your important
papers. Y ou may also want to keep a
copy on file at the church.

Thomas Lynch, afuneral director
and poet, once wrote that “thereis
nothing like the sight of adead
human body to assist the living in
separating the good days from the
bad ones (Bodies in Motion and At
Rest: On Metaphor and Mortality,
p. 41).” A Christian funeral should
try to make the bad days allittle
better by remembering that lifeis
gift from God.

Blessings,

Mike

JOB AND THE LIFE OF FAITH: WISDOM FOR TODAY'S WORLD

"The Book of Job cuts straight to the

heart of what it means to be human. It

is one of the most profound
explorations of the life of faith ever
written, and wrestles with some of
life's most perplexing questions. Why
do bad things happen to good
people? Isthere acorrespondence
between sin and suffering, obedience
and blessing? Why should we serve
God if there are no guarantees? The
Book of Job provides lessons for
people suffering acrisis of faith after
such disasters as the Indian Ocean
tsunami, or the London bombings, or
the senseless acts of terrorism in Irag
and Afghanistan. There was never a

time when the book of Job was not
relevant, but it is especially relevant
today. Thisis not because the book of
Job has changed, but because we
have. We may be more ready to listen
now... less certain of our own answers.
So, when Job asks, "Why?' — we, too,
strain to hear the answers. And if
answers are not forthcoming, then we,
like Job, at least need to know how to
live without them. "

The Book of Job is an extremely
powerful study in uncertain times. So,
beginning Sunday, September 18,
2005, at 6:00 p.m. in the Adult

Assembly room, you areinvited to be
a part of thisintentional, seven-week
Bible study. Led by Dr. Robert Dibble,
participants will be part of a
community where seriousintent,
personal preparation, and active
involvement provide the basis for
significant learning. Thereisacost to
participants of $15.00 for the book
used during the course. Reservations
are received on afirst-come,
first-served basis and may be made to
the adult ministries office, 288-1131.
All questions should be directed to
Robert Dibble at the same number or
by email, bobdibble@rrcb.org.



Acolyte: Joseph Fields-Johnson

Flower Distribution: Carol
Decker, Peggy Stevens

Greeters Hilton Almond,
Patsy Barr, Jo Ann Cizek,
Edwin Cothran, Kathryn
Norman

Sound: Ethan Butterworth

Tellers. VaraBottoms, Jean
Cauble, Carol Decker, Dean

Decker, Pat Dickinson, Holly
Smith

Ushers Jule Bolio, John Gray,
Skip King, Andy Mann, Don
Thomson, Jon Williams

Minister
On Call

Weekend: August 13-14

Mike Clingenpeel
360-3534

If you are unable to reach this
minister immediately, please leave a
message on the church office
voicemail at 288-1131. The voicemail
will be monitored by the on-call
minister.

Adult Sunday School News

Formations Sunday School literature continues afour-week unit of study entitled
Repairing Relationships. No matter how delicately we live, our relationships need
constant attention. We are born into a maze of human relationships, and never
do we live in absolute independence. But there’'s a deeper truth at work in
maintai ning healthy relationships because of our relationship with God.
Psychologist Carl Jung believed, “Bidden or not, God is present.” We are created
as relational creatures because we bear the image of a God who seeks and
sustains relationships. Inthat sense, our relationships are the proof that we are
all God'schildren! In this series of sessions, we will explore the brokenness
experienced in human relationships, looking closely at the Bible sfirst stories to
see how our ancestors of faith responded. In fact, as we honestly examine the
texts, we may struggle to understand how God creates a story of redemption and
wholeness in the midst of such human failure. This week’s lesson, entitled
Repairing Relationships with My Neighbor, is based on Genesis 20, and is studied in
the following classes:

Fellowship Class will be taught by Gene Damon.

Lydia Class will be taught by Emily Tuck.

Robert Smart Class will be taught by Bob Shoemake. Mark your calendars for
two Back-to-School Kickoff events: First Event: Saturday, September 10—Family
Picnic at Deep Run Park 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Pack lunch for your family! Second
event: Annual ClassBrunch on Sunday, September 11, during the Sunday School
hour. Bring a brunch goodie to share with all. We meet in the Reception Room
(off the kitchen) instead of our regular classroom. We welcome all newcomers to
giveour classatry! Questions? Contact Jennifer Pounders, 288-3570, or
pounderspr@comcast.net.

Seekers Class will be taught by Linda Schreiner.

TwentySomethings Class will be taught by Rob and Sarah Collier.

Discussion Class will meet with the Shepherd-Simpson Bible Study class.
Friendship Class will meet with the Shepherd-Simpson Bible Study class.
Journey Class—K'athy Gore Chappell will continue a discussion of “In the
Beginning God: Thirteen Lessonsin Genesis.”

Life Class will meet with the Journey class through August.

Phoenix Class will meet with the Shepherd-Simpson Bible Study class.

Reuben Alley Class will meet with the Shepherd-Simpson Bible Study class.
Shepherd-Simpson Bible Study Class—Henry and Brenda Holland will discuss
Warm Springs—What' s Fact and What' s Fiction, based on the HBO film.

ISH SCHOOL SUPPLIES CAMPAIGN

ISSIONS THROUGH AUGUST 15

This year’s school supplies campaign on behalf of Interfaith Services of Henrico
(ISH) continues through August 15. Our emphasis again this year will focus on
such essential needs as#2 pencils, ball point pens, wide-rule notebook paper,
wide-rule spiral notebooks, crayons, washable markers, large pink erasers, safety
scissors, wooden rulers, large glue sticks, bottles of glue, 3 X 5index cards,
yellow highlighters, looseleaf binders, composition books, pencil boxes, colored
pencils, and large boxes of tissues. Contributions may be brought to the
Shepherd-Simpson Bible Study Class on Sunday mornings or to the church office
during the week. If you are unable to shop, you may call Charlotte and Bill
Simpson at 285-3185 and they will shop for you.
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BIRTHDAYS,
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Friday—12"

Sam Balentine
Elizabeth Cartwright
Harold Gibson
Lloyd Jackson

Steve Macphee

Paul Michiels

M ar ge Rusher

Jay VanAusdall

Saturday—13"
Betsy Foster

Keri Gohman
Pat Kelly

Ray Nelson
Ashley Stevens
CharlesWilliams
Jay Wilson

Sunday—14"
Tonia Anderson
Kay Culpepper
Jenny Graves
Ethel Jeffers

Monday—15"
Sylvia Dickerson
Gregory Govoruhk
Faye Wheeler

Tuesday—16™
Mark Bryant
Lisa Cipolletti
Sarah Collier
Nancy McKay
Dannie Sutton

Wednesday—17"
Annette Byron

Jean Kelly

Sue Naschold
Sandra Sizemore

Thur sday—18"
M eddie Patter son
Sarah Pruden
Shawn Ryan
Steve Trott

AT HOME: Florence Douglas, Nancy Neese

IN REHABILITATION: Jeanette Gholston, Westport

CONGRATULATIONSto Mark and Meg Simonton upon
the birth of their twins, Elise Claudia and George Miller, on
July 31.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY isexpressed to Harold and Joyce Gibson and family
upon the death of his mother; and to Jimi and Dana Gibson and family upon the
death of his grandmother, Leah Gibson Bloomer, on August 5, in Bristol, Virginia.

FIXERS

}}} (Frequently Ingenious, eXtremely Efficient,
Righteous Servants)

The next breakfast meeting for the FIXERS will be
v Thursday, August 25, at 830 a.m., in the Reception
y Room. If you can help out around the church for
v . .

just acouple of hours that morning, contact Geor ge

Davis, 288-1131, for more information.

Cothrans Are At It Again!

The House and Grounds Committee would like to thank the entire Cothran
family, Edwin, Karen, Gregg and Emily, for al their effortslast week in the
church courtyard and Columbarium Memorial Garden. They trimmed, weeded,
and raked for four hoursin the heat of the afternoon. Then on Saturday, Gregg
and Emily weeded some morein the gardens behind the Chapel. Take note how
nice those areas look the next time you walk by them, and thank the Cothrans
when you see them for all their hard work.

Friday—12"
Rohn and Sandi Price—27 years
Norm and Jane Vaughn—48 years

Sunday—14"
Merle and Connie Showalter—
62 years

Tuesday—16™
Tim and Betty Rose Sexton—36 years

Wednesday—17"
E. J. and Sandy Bowen—42 years
Austin and Sarah Clark—9 years

ATTENTION ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Asisthe custom at River Road Church, adult Sunday School classes host the
after-church receptions this summer. Our responsibilities continue through
August 28. Listed below isthe remaining schedule. Please announce and
prepare for your assigned Sunday. Any questions regarding your assigned date
should be directed to Bob Dibble; questions concerning your responsibilities for
the reception should be directed to George Davis, both at 288-1131.

August 21 Phoenix, Explorers, Life
August 28 TwentySomethings, Seekers



Children’s Ministry News

CIRCLE G RANCH BORROWED ITEMS—we still have afew borrowed items that have not been

claimed from our week of Vacation Bible School. Among these are a book and several cowboy hats. These items are
in the church office for pick-up.

FOOD FOR FOOD BANK—-During Vacation Bible School the preschoolers collected canned goods for the
Central Virginia Food Bank. These children collected 121 pounds of food.

A LETTER FROM FREEDOM HOUSE—=lementary children collected items for Freedom House during

Vacation Bible School. The following is athank-you letter from Kathy Crouch, assistant director:
Dear Reverend Massey, Teachers and Students of Circle G Ranch:

On behalf of Freedom House, we would like to thank you for the generous donation of cleaning supplies
and paper products. Theo Woodson was honored with your invitation to speak to grades 1-5 of the Circle
G Ranch and to thank everyone for thinking of us. We truly appreciate your efforts and genuinely thank
you.

There are approximately 1400 peoplein crisisin our community everyday. Freedom House has been
providing many servicesfor peoplein Richmond for 21 years. Your generous donation will benefit the 72
peopleliving in our three transitional shelters and the people we serve at our meals program facility.

Without the support of peoplelike you and your organization, we would not be able to provide the
resources for those in need to enable them to return to a productive way of life. We continue to see great
successes, and by working together, we can help the homeless men and women of Richmond have a
brighter future. We thank you for thinking of Freedom House.
Sincerely,
Kathy Crouch
Assistant Executive Director

UPDATE ON OFFERINGS
As of July 31, 2005

Again this year, the Board of Administration wants to keep the congregation informed on the progress
of offerings toward our budget. Fortunately, many of our members pay their pledgesin advance. Our
hope isthat others will either contribute in advance or make their pledge pay ments equally throughout
the year. Thiswould prevent the cash shortage we have often experienced in late summer. Inthe
figures below, the pro-rata portion for seven months of pledges paid in advance is shown as received
in order to accurately reflect current income. On this basis, at the end of July we had received 87.3% of
our budgeted offerings. Thisissignificantly better than we have donein recent years. If we can
continue thistrend, we should not experience a cash flow problem later in the year. If you haven't
made a contribution toward your 2005 pledge, please help us by doing so at your earliest opportunity.

Offerings budgeted $739,172 Offerings received* $645,556

Current ratio of received to budgeted offerings 87.3%
*Received offerings included pro rata offerings paid prior to January 1, 2005.




RIVER ROAD CHURCH, BAPTIST
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

JuLy, 2005
2005 2005 2004
2005 BUDGET ACTUAL 2005 ACTUAL
BUDGET YR-TO-DATE YR-TO-DATE REMAINDER YR-TO-DATE
CURRENT RECEIPTS
Current Offerings-Pledged 1,202,052 701,197 675,276 526,776 680,381
Current Offerings-Unpledged 65,095 37,972 34,714 30,381 23,500
Loose Offerings 16,000 9,333 11,192 4,808 7,793
Miscellaneous 6,000 3,500 6,947 -947 4,639
Prior Year Offerings 35,000 20,417 5,812 29,188 13,956
Interest 2,000 1,167 5,221 -3,221 1,549
Preschool 70,000 40,833 61,415 8,585 59,864
Columbarium Income 5,000 2,917 1,000 4,000 0
TOTAL CURRENT RECEIPTS 1,401,147 817,336 801,576 599,571 791,682
Carry Over 54,069 31,540 54,030 39 36,343
TOTAL RECEIPTS & CARRYOVER 1,455,216 848,876 855,606 599,610 828,025
CHURCH MISSIONS
Cooperative Missions Gift
Baptist Joint Committee 2,000 1,167 1,000 1,000 1,000
Baptist Communications-Religious Herald 1,750 1,021 875 875 875
Baptist Communications-Associated Bapt Press 1,250 729 625 625 625
Virginia Baptist Women in Ministry 500 292 500 0 500
Baptist Theological Seminary-Richmond 18,000 10,500 0 18,000 0
Baptist General Association of Virginia 54,000 31,500 0 54,000 0
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Programs 34,400 20,067 0 34,400 0
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of VA 3,000 1,750 1,500 1,500 1,500
Annuitant Ministry 2,000 1,167 1,000 1,000 1,000
Center for Baptist Heritage and Studies 1,000 583 500 500
Global Women 1,000 583 500 500
Baptist World Alliance 1,000 583 500 500
Passport (Donation) 500 292 500 0
Baptist Center for Ethics 300 175 300 0
Total Cooperative Missions Gift 120,700 70,408 7,800 112,900 5,500
Richmond Baptist Association 23,000 13,417 11,500 11,500 11,500
Richmond Baptist Trust Fund 1,750 1,021 875 875 875
MARCH 4,000 2,333 2,000 2,000 2,000
Sponsorship Ministry 5,000 2,917 500 4,500 0
Church Family Ministry 500 292 26 474 15
Youth Mission Projects 20,000 11,667 7,979 12,021 29,740
Adult Mission Projects 15,000 8,750 8,042 6,958 -7,800
wMU 2,000 1,167 1,188 812 699
Community Outreach 18,380 10,722 8,475 9,905 9,330
210,330 122,693 48,385 161,945 51,859
EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY
Sunday School 18,525 10,806 13,980 4,545 12,944
Educational Programs 14,000 8,167 7,879 6,121 7,107
Summer Educational Programs 7,700 4,492 5,008 2,692 4,714
Preschool Workers 33,000 19,250 16,928 16,072 19,033
Teacher Training 1,000 583 143 857 3,007
Teacher Appreciation Banquet 2,500 1,458 2,648 -148 0
Other Educational Expenses 3,000 1,750 368 2,632 647

79,725 46,506 46,955 32,770 47,452



ORGANIZATIONAL EXPENSES
Religious Herald

Publicity

Historical

Stewardship

Chancel Supplies

Social Activities

Special Services
Recreation

Stephen Ministry

Food Services Supplement

STAFF SALARIES AND BENEFITS
Salaries

Taxes and Benefits

Convention and Conference Expenses

MUSIC

Choral Leaders

Adult Music Program
Instrument Maintenance
Concerts/Special Services
Children's Music Program
Robe Maintenance

Youth Choir Tour

OPERATING EXPENSES
Heating-Gas
Electricity

Telephone

Water and Sewer
Insurance
Maintenance Repairs
Maintenance Supplies
Painting/Reserve
Postage

Office Supplies
Service Contracts
Vehicle Expenses
Miscellaneous

Traffic Officer

Church Facilities Upgrade & Replacement

DEBT RETIREMENT AND

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Auto Reserve

Equipment

Columbarium Debt Repayment

TOTAL EXPENSES

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS

2005 2005 2004
2005 BUDGET ACTUAL 2005 ACTUAL
BUDGET YR-TO-DATE YR-TO-DATE REMAINDER YR-TO-DATE
3,600 2,100 1,663 1,937 1,588
5,150 3,004 875 4,275 811
9,100 5,308 621 8,479 196
2,500 1,458 0 2,500 0
3,470 2,024 1,891 1,579 1,345
2,000 1,167 688 1,312 1,089
0 0 32 -32 0
2,000 1,167 1,133 867 1,211
2,500 1,458 1,684 816
4,500 2,625 5,034 -534 4,260
34,820 20,312 13,620 21,200 10,500
582,653 339,881 341,524 241,129 316,772
180,048 105,028 93,405 86,643 102,982
5,300 3,092 2,812 2,488 1,332
768,001 448,001 437,741 330,260 421,086
19,040 11,107 6,750 12,290 5,963
3,000 1,750 1,129 1,871 1,419
3,500 2,042 1,221 2,279 2,208
5,000 2,917 3,014 1,986 3,923
5,000 2,917 3,069 1,931 3,136
1,000 583 16 984 0
1,500 875 63 1,437 0
38,040 22,190 15,262 22,778 16,649
44,000 25,667 33,024 10,976 31,200
43,000 25,083 21,917 21,083 23,562
4,800 2,800 2,975 1,825 2,592
4,000 2,333 2,301 1,699 2,465
33,000 19,250 25,922 7,078 21,823
34,500 20,125 21,515 12,985 16,305
21,000 12,250 10,964 10,036 10,691
22,000 12,833 512 21,488 2,058
18,000 10,500 9,359 8,641 8,905
20,500 11,958 9,877 10,623 10,552
23,000 13,417 14,749 8,251 14,940
8,000 4,667 3,217 4,783 2,685
2,000 1,167 104 1,896 3,699
3,000 1,750 1,625 1,375 1,470
30,000 17,500 743 29,257 698
310,800 181,300 158,804 151,996 153,645
5,000 2,917 0 5,000 0
3,500 2,042 895 2,605 0
5,000 2,917 1,000 4,000 0
13,500 7,875 1,895 11,605 0
1,455,216 848,876 722,663 732,553 701,191
132,944 126,834



August UPCOMING

Sunday, August 14
Wednesday, August 17
Thursday, August 18
Monday, August 22
Tuesday, August 23

EVENTS

Board of Christian Education, 7:30 p.m., Church Parlor
Board of Missions, 7:30 p.m., Assembly Room
Morning Bridge, 10:00 a.m., Reception Room

Publicity Committee, 6:30 p.m., Archives Room

WMU Leadership, 10:00 am., Church Parlor

THE SPIRE AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY

The Spireis now available viaemail to all church members. If you
areinterested in receiving the weekly newsletter at your email
address, simply notify the church office at 288-1131 or

laurieursiny @rrch.org. Each member has the ability to continue to
receive The Spire by mail, email or both ways. Please let the
church office know your personal preference.
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