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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 27, 2006
11:00 am. Worship Service
Sanctuary

Sermon by Dr. Michael J. Clingenpeel
Solo by Michelle Harman-Gulick, soprano
David Gulick, organ

Reception in the Fellowship Hall following
the worship service hosted by the Life class.
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WEDNESDAY VESPER SERVICE

August 30, 2006
7:00 p.m. Chapel

Meditation by Dr. Michael J. Clingenpeel
Jane Terry, contralto
William H. Brown, organ

An evening service of hymns, prayers, lessons from the Bible
and a meditation based on verses from the book of Proverbs.

Preschool childcare available
Refreshments will be served in Chapel Hall following the service
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THE 19™ ANNUAL NEW CHURCH YEAR KICKOFF

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2006

Re: Creations: Dramas Celebrating Family, Second Chances, and New Beginnings

Charles Reese and Rebecca McCoy-Reese

Adults—$5.00 Children—$2.50

Menu: fried chicken, baked beans, cole slaw, rolls, ice cream with toppings

Reservations must be made by Sunday, September 3

Children may also register for the fall music
programs which begin on September 13, 2006.
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FRESH BEGINNINGS

Nothing much about the weather
tells me that summer is drawing to
aclose, but the calendar doesn't lie,
nor do the shrinking hours of
daylight. September is upon us.
With it come the beginning of
school and the resumption of so
many routines that energize our
lives.

Elsewhere in thisissue of The Spire
you read that our Fall schedule
resumes in acouple of weeks. Our
final Wednesday evening vesper
serviceis August 30, and our first
Wednesday evening dinner kicks

off on September 6.

Adults will have numerous options
for learning. The Pastor’s Forum
and electives will include
presentations on missions, the
Bible, stress, literature, sexuality
and family. Youth and children will
have an exciting new curriculumin
their classes. Asawaysthe meal
will be inexpensive and delicious,
and the fellowship around the
tables will help us connect with
friends and fellow church members.

Church isaplaceto build
relationships, and this Fall several
new options for fun and
relationship-building will be
offered on weekday evenings. Yoga
classes will be offered one night a
week, and beginning in late
September we will offer a series of
ballroom dancing classes for those
of us who are rhythmically
challenged or denominationally
repressed. For you who want to
develop friends through sports, one

night a week the Fellowship Hall
will be open for volleyball.

Missions will receive concentrated
attention in September with an
emphasisfor the entire
congregation the Board of Missions
is calling The Power of One Hour.
The meaning of the Advent season
will be deepened by a worship and
educational emphasis the Board of
Christian Education iscalling
People, Look East.

All this, and more, begins when we
turn over the next page of the
calendar. River Road Church,
Baptist is a place to worship Jesus
asLord, grow in Christian
discipleship, explore ways to be on
mission and find fellowship
through fun and friendships. Join
usfor thejourney.

Blessings,
Mike

deeper exploration.
Thejourney in
spiritual formation

TwoO NEW OFFERINGS

FOR THIS FALL
Are you looking for something that
will revive and deepen your spiritual
life? Areyou weighed down with
heavy work, family, and church
responsibilities and desiring
something that will keep you
centered in that which is of ultimate
value? Then consider being a part of
Companionsin Christ.

Published by Upper Room Ministries,
Companionsin Christ is atransforming
small-group experience that builds
spiritual practices within one’ sfaith
pilgrimage. It isa?28-week spiritual
journey that draws participantsinto
daily time with God through
individual reading and reflection and
meeting weekly for sharing and

* movesthrough five
components:
Christian journey,
scripture, prayer, call,

and spiritual guidance.

On Sunday, September 17, at

6:00 p.m., this spiritual formation
group will begin. If you are
interested in joining, please contact
the group facilitator, Sheryl Johnson
at 321-4913 or Robert Dibble at
288-1131. Also being offered is
something new in the Companionsin
Christ series, namely,

THE WAY OF THE CHILD

Led by Barbara Massey and Jessica
Price Vaughan, it too will be offered
on Sunday evenings, beginning
September 17. The Way of the Child:
Helping Children Experience God is a
new resource, which focuses on the
spiritual formation of children.

The Way of the Child recognizes that
children have an innate spirituality,
an acceptance of mystery, an amazing
capacity for awe, avital imagination,
and an ability to be open to and
receive God'slove.

For children in elementary grades,
The Way of the Child leads children
into a deeper relationship with God,
instillsin children spiritual practices
to form lifelong habits, encourages
children to respond to God, and
provides an experience of vital
community.

PARENTS: If you areinterested in
your elementary-aged child being a
part of this unique opportunity,
please contact Barbara M assey,
288-1131. Also, consider being a part
of the adult Companionsin Christ
described above. It will deepen yours
and your child’s spiritual life!



Acolyte David Newsome

Flower Distribution: Carol
Decker, Donna Ooghe

Greeters. Stephanie Burnett,
Mike Jones, Dennis O’ Neal,
Jennifer Pounders, Rob Taylor

Sound: Harper Alford

Tellers Harper Alford, Mary
Ellen Berry, Frances Cloe,
Henry Holland, Beth Hooker

Ushers SteveBailey, Ethan
Butterworth, Richard Cloe,
Chuck Myers

Minister
On Call

Weekend: August 26-27

Mike Clingenpeel
360-3534 home
921-2222 cell

If you are unable to reach this
minister immediately, please leave a
message on the church office
voicemail at 288-1131. The voicemail
will be monitored by the on-call
minister.

Adult Sunday School News

Formations Sunday School literature concludes a four-week unit of study
entitled Priorities. This unit will consider the choices that we make in our
everyday lives with regard to money, family, and church, and how we spend our
time and resources. Each session will explore one areain which we must set
priorities. Thelessons will draw on a style of proverb in the Bible called “ better
than” sayings, in which the ancient sage (e.g., “wise person”) says a certain thing
is “better than” something else that seems pretty good. Itisimportant to realize
that the ancient Israelite sages poked and prodded people to ask hard questions
more than they provided clear-cut answers to those questions. Thisis especially
true of Ecclesiastes, but even the straight teaching in Proverbsfinally raises
difficult moral and ethical dilemmas. The reason the sages did this was to help
people make good choices based on clear guidelines, even when the situation
was murky and the outcome was unsure. By looking at the world and ourselves
with aclear eye, we will gain more perspective into how wefit into God' s vision
for our lives and our world. Each session will begin with a“better than” saying
in Proverbs or Ecclesiastes, explain something about how the Israelites
understood the issues being addressed, and encourage readers to ask honest
guestions about how we go about setting our priorities. This week’s lesson,
entitled Hearing Truth Is More Important Than Liking What You Hear, is based on
Ecclesiastes 7:5, and Isaiah 30:8-11 and is studied in the following classes:

Fellowship Class will be taught by Don Powell.

Lydia Class will be taught by Libbie Geiger.

Robert Smart Class will be taught by Scott Rooney. Pleasejoin us on Sunday,
September 10, for our annual class brunch during the Sunday School hour. This
event will bein our new classroom, the Assembly Room. Please bring a brunch
item for everyone to share.

Seekers Class—will be taught by Linda Schreiner. Plans are being made for a
class social in late September. More details later.

College Class—Theclassisin recess until after Labor Day. Discovery class
members welcome College class members present for the summer.

Discovery Class—We will be studying The Gospel According to Harry Potter. You
do not need to have read the Harry Potter booksin order to participate in our
study.

Discussion Class—The class will join the Catacombs Lecture Series.

Explorers Class—The class will join the Catacombs Lecture Series.

Friendship Class—The class will join the Catacombs Lecture Series.

Journey Class—The class will join the Catacombs Lecture Series.

Life Class—The class continuesits study of Proverbs. Scott Leake will lead a
discussion of Walking With the Wise. The class will provide refreshments for the
coffee after worship. On September 1, the class will provide the dinner at
Freedom House.

Phoenix Class— The class will join the Catacombs Lecture Series.

Reuben Alley Class—The class will join the Catacombs Lecture Series.
Shepherd-Simpson Bible Study Class—The Ninth Annual Catacombs Lectures
continues thisSunday. Tom Graves will present part two of athree-part series
entitled Heaven and Hell: Christian Understandings of Afterlife. The class will
celebrateitsfall social with at brunch in the church courtyard on Sunday,
September 10, from 9:20-10:40 a.m.
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Friday—25"
Scott Fairchild
Mike Jones
Vera Jo Springer
Ed Wood

Saturday—26"
Fred Bagwell
Heather Millar
Ralph Nelson
Wesley Woodard

Sunday—27"
Leslie Amason
Ann Bagwell
Donna Bower
Amy Hubbard

Monday—28"
Bob Bullock
Judy Dixon
MikeHern

Liz Seward
Charlie Sorrell
George Thomas

Tuesday—29"
Rachel Blackburn
Gwynn Noble

Wednesday—30™
Layne Havens
Barbara Kinsey
Janet Ralston

Jody Smart

Thur sday—31%
Lee Coldiron
Janet Currie
Emily Mathews

Friday—25"

Franklin and Dor cas Fowler—60
years

Mike and Pam Hern—27 years

Saturday—26"
Rusty and K athy Cleveland—6 years

Monday—28"

Jim and Trish Clague—7 years
Reggie and Anne Jones—41 years
Malcolm and Jill Page—24 years

Tuesday—29"

Don and Carol Cruickshanks—25
years

John and Margaret Oliver—60 years

Wednesday—30™
Jay and Janet Clark—48 years

AT HOME: Natalie Congdon, Bill Keppel (at his
daughter’s home), Lawson Pankey

IN HOSPITAL: Clyde Glasco, Henrico Doctor’s Forest

IN REHABILITATION: Bea Adkins, Manor Care Health
Services

CONGRATULATIONS to Scott and Danyelle Collins upon the birth of their son,
Courtney Russell, on August 19. Russ and Margaret Collins are his grandparents.

EVENING BRIDGE

}}} We're always looking for more singles or couples who
like to have agood time playing bridge. The next
gathering will be on Tuesday, September 5, 7:30 p.m.,
in the Reception Room. Call George and Kitty
n S ; Davis, 285-9782, or Dean and Carol Decker, 282-1631.
v
FIXERS
(Frequently Ingenious, eXtremely
Efficient, Righteous Servants) The

next breakfast meeting for the FIXERS
will be Thursday, August 24, at 8:30
a.m. in the Reception Room. If you
can help out around the church for
just acouple of hours that morning,
contact George Davis, 288-1131, for
more information.

COLUMBARIUM
INFORMATION AVAILABLE

If you have an interest in the
Columbarium Memorial Garden, the
church office will be glad to send out
an information package, including a
booklet from the Cremation Society.
Contact George Davis at the church,
288-1131, if you would like the
information sent to you or if you have
any questions regarding the
columbarium.

ATTENTION ALL WRITERS

. N0
Brief weekly inspirational / devotional emails will be sent to college 44%6“""
students reminding them of their connection to their home church

and to offer words of encouragement. Authored by members of all

ages of the RRCB congregation, these emails will provide an

opportunity for intergenerational prayer and reflection. If you

would like to write one of these short (250-300 words) devotions, please contact
Cathy Carlock at 747-7158 or cathycarlock@verizon.net.

GET THE SPIRE FASTER & SAVE THE CHURCH
SOME MONEY

You can now receive The Spire each week electronically. The email
edition is usually transmitted on Tuesday afternoons, the same day it
is printed in the church office. No more waiting for the slow mail to
get it to your house, hopefully before the end of the week. In addition, each
househol d that receives The Spire by email rather than “snail-mail” saves the church
about $10.00 per year. If you're not already receiving The Spire electronically,
contact Laurie Ursiny at the church, 288-1131, or laurieursiny@rrcb.org and ask to
be put on the email distribution of River Road’s weekly newsletter.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING—for teachers, Friday evening and Saturday morning, September 8-9.

PROMOTION DAY...is Sunday, September 3.

NEW CLASSES, NEW TEACHERS, NEW YEAR in
Sunday School...all PRESCHOOLERS (infants through kindergarten)

'// and ELEMENTARY CHILDREN will go to their new rooms/classes

on September 3.

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP—children's worship for GRADES 1-2 begins on Sunday, September 10.

NEW ON WEDNESDAY EVENING—After the conclusion of the 2005-2006 church year of missions

education on Wednesday evening for preschoolers and elementary children, the Board of Christian Education also
concluded its review of the year, and implemented several changes in missions education, beginning with the new
church year. The changes involve name changes, as well as grouping and curriculum changes.

MISSION KIDS wirl begin on September 13. Preschoolers (ages 3 through kindergarten) and
Elementary children will meet asfollows, beginning on September 13:

Mission Kids (for 3's) combined with Cherub Choir—6:00-7:30
Mission Kids for 4sand 5 s—6:45-7:30
Mission Kids for Grades 1-2 (boys and girls combined)—6:45-7:30

Mission Kids for Grades 3-5 (boys and girls combined)—6:45-7:30

CHURCH MusIC PROGRAM RESUMES REGULAR SCHEDULE

The new season begins soon for all River Road music organizations. If you are not currently involved in one of
our music groups, please consider participating in the music program thisfall. For information, call the music
office at 288-1131 after September 4.

Choir Grade Rehearsals Begin Time L ocation Director
Cherub Age3 Wednesday, Sept. 13 6:15- 6:45 p.m. Three-Year-Old Classroom Mrs. Collier
Ages4,5 Wednesday, Sept. 13  6:15- 6:45 p.m. Fifth Grade Classroom Ms. Houston
(Please Note: 6:00-6:15 p.m. for 3, 4, and 5's—Early drop-off and activities)
Carol 1-2 Wednesday, Sept. 13  6:00- 6:45 p.m. Youth Rehearsal Room Mrs. Phel ps
Crusader 35 Wednesday, Sept. 13  6:00 - 6:45 p.m. Main Rehearsal Room Mr. Freeman
Youth 6-12 Sunday, Sept. 10 6:45 - 7:30 p.m. Youth Rehearsal Room Mr. Gulick
Chancel College and Up Thursday, August 31 7:30-9:30 p.m. Main Rehearsal Room Mr. Freeman
Chancel Bell  College and Up Wednesday, Sept. 20  6:45- 7:30 p.m. Bell Room Mr. Freeman

New membersare welcome!
Enrollment for children and youth begins at the Kickoff on Wednesday, September 6.




WEDNESDAY ADULT PROGRAM SCHEDULE
(September-December 2006)

Date Pastor’s Forum Adult Elective
Sept. 6 Re: Creations: Dramas Celebraing Family, Second Chances, and New Beginnings
Charles Reese and Rebecca M cCoy-Reese
Sept. 13 What Stress Really Does to Your
Walking in the Land of Prophets Body
Jon Waybright Kelly Lambert
Sept. 20
Moms' Group
Sept. 27 Church Business M eeting
Oct. 4 Micah Project Narnia Revisted: Conversations
Terry Marsh, et al. Around the Lamp Post
Oct. 11 Jamestown 2007—America’ s 400" Anniversary Sexually Speaking
Ross Richardson Gail Moskowitz
Oct. 18 Stewar dship Moms Group
Bill Gray
Oct. 25 Terrorism and Religion Narnia Revisted: Conversations
Tom Badey Around the Lamp Post
Nov. 1 Katrina Relief Mission Trip Report
Byron Holmes, Lloyd Jackson, et a. If You Can’t Hide It on the Family
Tree, Decorate |t—
: : Working Your Genogram
Nov. 8 Intelligent Design Debate Robert Dibble
George Spagna
Nov. 15 Bi-Focal Theatre Moms Group
Jack Welsh, et al.
Nov. 22 THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE
Church Business M eeting
Nov. 29 Christmas Global Missions Emphasis Narnia Revisted: Conversations
Around the Lamp Post
Dec. 6 Nativity Festival
Dec. 13 Children’s Christmas Pageant
Dec. 22 Celebrate Advent: People, Look East




Wow! ISH SCHOOL SUPPLIES
CAMPAIGN SCORES AGAIN!

The River Road Church family contributed the following supplies during the 2006 ISH School Supplies Project:

Spiral notebooks-575 Color pencils-660 Notebook paper (sheets)-85,350
Glue bottles—98 Glue sticks-59 Ball point pens-872

Pocket folders-52 3x5 index cards-300 Pencils #2—-4200

Crayons—4852 Erasers-351 Large boxes of tissues—33
Markers—294 Composition books-34 Rulers-65

Pencil boxes-44 Highlighters—23 Miscellaneous Items-24

If al of the sheets of notebook paper contributed were placed lengthwise, end-to-end, it would create aline about
75,000 feet long. 75,000 feet is over 14 miles. If you visit New York City and walk all the way to the top of the Empire
State Building and back again, you will have walked a half-mile. 75,000 feet is twenty-eight trips up and down the

JOIN THE RIVER ROADSTERS ON TWO WONDERFUL TRIPS

GETTYSBURG AND LANCASTER, PA EXPERIENCE—QOCTOBER 9-11— come with us

as we travel to Pennsylvania, where a nation was born and a nation saved. We invite you tojoin us and
learn why the Gettysburg Battlefield is the most visited, most written about historical battlefield and the
most intensely studied battle ever recorded. A visit to the Land of the Pennsylvania Dutch with its many
entertainment venuesis also included for your enjoyment.

We depart River Road Church at 7:00 am., on Monday, October 9. Our stops today include Boyd's Bear
Country and the Eisenhower National Historic Site. Our visit includes the farm, grounds and house,
exhibits, Eisenhower video, bookstore, the cattle barns, and living history. A delicious dinner is planned this
evening at the Dobbins House; builtin 1776, it is a National Registered Historic Place and has been
beautifully restored. Following dinner enjoy a walking “ghost tour” that covers % mile thru historic
Gettysburg. You will be fascinated with the True Stories of the civilians and/or the unusual events
surrounding the famous battle. On Tuesday, October 10, a visit to the Shriver House isfirst on the agenda.
Our visit through this award-winning Civil War home reveals the civilian side of the battle. Other visits
today include Rockvale Square Outlets, and Cameron Estate Restaurant. Our day ends at the American
Music Theater with a performance by Englebert Humperdink. Wednesday, October 11, we return home
after astop at Kitchen Kettle Village. We arrive back in Richmond at approximately 5:00 p.m.

LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA: ECHOES OF THE PAST—SEPTEMBER 21—

Nestled in the Shenandoah Valley isthe special place that has all the ingredients for

perfect day tour. Surrounded by natural wonders and beauty, Lexington,

boasts hometown charm, southern hospitality ACT FASTH

and a history unmatched. Unique for its large number of well-preserved

homes, colleges, churches, and other early buildings, many still in use R .
. i . . eservations must be

today, Lexington is also the final resting place of the great confederate

generals, Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson. Once you arrivein made by bfeptember 1

Lexington, your professional guide will board the motor coach and begin or both trips will have

your day of touring. to be cancelled!

For more details and to make reservations,




Announcing
relevant 2006

Junior High Fall Weekend Retreat

Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center
October 13 = 15, 2006

All River Road middle school students are invited to attend “relevant,” an excit-
ing weekend retreat October 13 — 15. Cost is $110.50 per student. Your res-
ervation and non-refundable deposit of $50.00 (payable to RRCB) is due by
September 10 to the church office. Balance of $60.50 is due September 24.
There will be a 1 — 6 chaperone to student ratio. If you are interested in chap-
eroning please contact Theresa Price at 559-4677 or tmpprice@verizon.net.
We anticipate needing two female and two male chaperones.

Guest speaker: Craig Tackett
Worship leaders: Inlightened Ministries

Junior High Weekend will include: celebrative worship, morning devotions, special interest con-
ferences (targeted directly to the needs of junior high students), recreation and
fellowship. Featured speaker Craig Tackett’s “fun, energetic personality attracts
people of all ages and allows him to effectively communicate God’s Word to to-
day’s generation. He is humorous and captivating but, most importantly, he is
Biblical and relevant.” Source: VBMB

More information about Craig Tackett and Inlightened Ministries is available at:
www.inlightenedministries.com. For more information about the weekend, visit
www.vbmb.org/emergingleaders/jrhigh.htm.

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8 (NIV)




STUDENT MINISTRY NEWS
“Learn ... Pray ... Give. .. Serve”

Please contact the church office with your college e-mail address and campus mailing address. Don't take
achance on missing out on Survival Sacks or Hugs fromHome. Please indicate if you have different mailing
addresses for letters and packages.

Introducing Comma Connection
Exclusively for college students, brief weekly inspirational /devotional emails will be sent to college
m students reminding them of their connection to their home church and to offer words of encouragement.
Authored by members of all ages of the RRCB congregation, these emails will provide an opportunity for
G_) intergenerational prayer and reflection. If you would like to write one of these short (250-300 words)
devotions, please contact Cathy Carlock at 747-7158 or cathycarlock@verizon.net.

tudents

O
—— Sunday School Class for College Students to Begin September 10

Don't sleep in when you come home to visit thisfall! Carl Collier will be leading a Sunday School class
during the regular Sunday School hour designed for college students. Come visit your friends and make
some new acquaintances as well.

ol

All middle and high school students and their families are invited to two important celebratory events on
Sunday, September 10. Your presenceisvital to get thisfall off to agood start by becoming informed and
involved about many exciting opportunities!

Celebration Breakfast (9:30-10:00 a.m. in the Y outh Lounge)
Hosted by the Youth Sunday School Teachers
and
Pizza Party and Youth Programs Rollout (5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall)
Hosted by the Student Committee of the Board of Christian Education

Youth and families are invited to come hear about plans and changes for thisfall’s youth activities and
programs while feasting on pizza (compliments of RRCB). Participation from all familiesis encouraged at
thisimportant gathering. Hereis a sampling of what’s coming up:

Back by popular demand: Wednesday Evening’s Helping Hands

Theresa Price will coordinate our youth conducting various church and community service projects as part
of Wednesday evening’s Youth Discipleship.

H % 00495 <[PPI

Introducing Ignite ™
Ignite will be used as our core curriculum for Sunday evening's Youth Discipleship. Igniteis one of the new
missions educational resourcesintroduced by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship in June. Geared to telling
the story of CBF Global Missions field personnel and those to whom they minister, Igniteis designed to
fuel ateenager’s passion for being the presence of Christ in the world. It consists of several components:
Scripture study; alook at how field personnel live and how to follow their examples; and how to respond
in worship

il

Youth Choir Rehearsal and Youth Discipleship Time Changes
Beginning September 17, youth choir rehearsal (under the leadership of David Gulick) will be on Sunday
evenings from 6:45-7:30 p.m.. It will be preceded by Snack Supper from 5:30-6:00 p.m. and Y outh
Discipleship from 6:00-6:45 p.m. Consider joining choir thisyear! Just in case you missed last spring’'s
Youth Sunday, ask someone to fill you in on the awesome and inspiring music (and clapping)! You and
your friends will want to participate in future opportunities to express yourselves! Sign up on either
September 6 or 10.

SJUApNIS 10045 Y



UPCOMING

August & September
EVENTS

Wednesday, August 30  Vesper Service, 7:00 p.m., Chapel
Personnel Committee, 7:45 p.m., Church Parlor
Thursday, August 31 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m., Main Rehearsal Room
Sunday, September 3 Promotion Sunday
Monday, September 4 Labor Day Holiday—Church Office Closed
Tuesday, September 5 Evening Bridge, 7:30 p.m., Reception Room
Wednesday, September 6 Fall Kick-Off, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Finance Committee, 7:30 p.m., Church Parlor
Thursday, September 7 Service of Healing and Hope, 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., Chapel
Friday, September 8 Sunday School L eader ship Conference, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

STEWARDSHIP 2007

Generosity during lifeisavery different thing from generosity in the
hour of death; one proceeds from genuine liberality and benevolence, the
other from pride or fear.

Horace Mann (1796 — 1859)
American Educator and Politician
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